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appearance in it was like a challenge to a well-established
favourite. The season was still-born, and nothing could
animate it. The Children of Kings was rushed on but
failed to galvanise the corpse. Finally, we played our
remaining card5> the double-bill, when a chorus of
approval immediately arose, and wonder, as to "Why
the 'tarnal hadn't we opened with this ?"
Upon the conclusion of my tour, there was much
outspoken comment made upon its mismanagement
whereupon Messrs. Klaw and Erlanger, in defending
their share in the matter, said that the opening of the
season was due to my own obstinacy and that I had,
at the last moment, thrown a bombshell into their office
by demanding that The Only Way should be my opening
play!!
I hasten to add that no men could have stood up
to the very letter of their contract with more scrupulous
integrity. It is true that I was implored to surrender
it, to go home and to accept a large sum by way of
compensation. But this I did not feel I could do, and,
adamant as Shylock, I stood by my bond with such
tenacity that it was a common joke in their office that
I carried the contract round my neck in a chamois
leather bag! Manfully did ' K. & E.,' as we knew them,
stand by their losses. $40,000 that tour cost them, and
they never uttered a growl. This magnificent com-
plaisance I recall with grateful pleasure; for the spec-
tacle of that beggarly array of empty benches, which
we had to face through dreary weeks, tried our courage
to its limit and the moment when we could climb the
gangway of our returning ship seemed at times a blessed
prospect which we could hardly hope to realise.
Still, there were pleasant and humorous moments to
recall. A couple of friendly admirers, outraged at what
they considered the mismanagement of my opening in
New York, one morning stormed the box-office of the
Herald Square Theatre, where we were playing, and
demanded to know why such a hash was being made
of my engagement. Wholly dissatisfied with the way